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The Presiding Officer’s Ruling No. R2000-l/l, issued January 27, 2000, invited 

suggestions for alterations to the proposed procedural schedule for this docket. The Alliance of 

Nonprofit Mailers (ANM), American Business Press (ABP), Dow Jones & Company, Inc. (Dow 

Jones), Magazine Publishers of America (MPA), the National Newspaper Association (NNA), 

the McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. (McGraw-Hill) and Time Warner, Inc. (TW) request that the 

Commission enlarge the period for discovery directed toward the Postal Service’s direct case and 

provide additional time for the preparation of interveners’ direct cases, as described below. 

We propose that the date for completion of discovery on the Postal Service’s direct case 

be extended from March 16” to March 23ti and that the date for filing the case-in-chief of each 

participant be extended from May 5” to May 19”. These changes would provide these and other 

interveners with a more reasonable time frame to address the plethora of issues presented by the 

Postal Service, including the double digit increase in the rate for Periodicals and the new costing 

models that are presented for the first time in this proceeding. Moreover, the Commission’s 

Notice of Inquiry No. 1 raises the prospect of increasing substantially the early burdens on 

interveners, and we reserve the right to modify this request depending upon the outcome of the 

issues surrounding these crucial data issues. 



The sixty-four days allowed in the proposed schedule for discovery is inadequate. More 

time should be afforded participants such as these interveners who bear a heavy burden as they 

seek to discover ways to reduce the costs attributed to their use of the Postal Service. 

In addition, we also suggest that each of the deadlines subsequent to the filing of 

participants’ cases-in-chief should be extended by two weeks to reflect the additional time 

dedicated to developing and providing the Commission with cogent and responsive testimony. 

As it now stands, the proposed schedule without these suggested alterations is heroic in 

attempting to complete the schedule through briefing in 213 days. That task took 246 days in 

R97-1,228 days in MC95-1,220 days in R94-1 and 248 days in R90-1. To alleviate some of the 

overall pressures occasioned by the requirement of a decision in ten months, we support the 

elimination of the oral argument scheduled for August 22-23”. 

For the foregoing reasons, ANM, ABP, Dow Jones, MPA. McGraw-Hill, NNA and TW 

request the adoption of these changes in the procedural schedule contained in the Presiding 

Officer’s Ruling No. R2000-l/l. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that 1 have this date served the foregoing document upon all participants 
of record in this proceeding in accordance with the Commission’s Rules of Practice. 

Washington, D.C. 
February 9,2ooO 
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